iH4     ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
Augustine's monastery at Thagaste without a hint, at least, of what that tiny seed contained. But during the three years which followed Augustine's return to Africa there was no indication of the alarming growth which was soon to appear— alarming even to the sower of the seed. During those three years Augustine and a few companions prayed and read and talked, with no definite thought of the future. They awaited death, their supreme goal in this life. In the meantime they shut out the distracting life of the world from their home as completely as possible, In the course of time, as appears from a letter to Nchridius, the citizens of Thagjiste constituted Augustine a kind of informal magistrate ami councillor, hut he was always impatient of their secular affairs. His chief concern was controversy. He wrote, or commenced, a number of works at this time, besides maintaining a busy correspondence, It was at Thagaste that he wrote the 7'nv/w on ihe 1'rue Religion> which I have quoted previously, This little treatise is not only the most carefully written of Augustine's works, but it also illustrates in a peculiarly interesting way the transitional theology he held at the time. It was written for the purpose of converting his wealthy friend,ultural labourer.ere Monachorum, c. 25.tmt -.ft ..-,,!,',!  Jur*.ti,'t>ese miracles until years afterwards.
